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Greetings everyone, 
 

The calendar indicates that it is Spring – but where is the spring-like 
weather?  The robins have arrived, the peepers are doing their thing, but 
the air is not cooperating.  Perhaps May will bring the warm weather and 
“sigh” the BLACK FLIES! 
 
The museum has been busy.  Today we are hanging the paintings of Mary 
Churchill, niece of Aaron Churchill of the Churchill mansion. 
 
I attended a tea in the Chebogue Church last Saturday; a 250th anniversary 
occasion.  In attendance were some direct descendents of the Planters – 
the original settlers who arrived June 7, 1761.  The servers were in period 
costume and the food was delicious.  We were entertained by piano 
selections and the sun shone! 
 
The museum and the library are hosting a Garden Party on the lawn at the 
rear of the library this summer.  Watch for further information as it is I the 
early planning stages right now. 
 
When I am helping in the Museum I get a glimpse of the period costumes 
being constructed up stairs.  They will be on display at the museum and 
you will be able to have your picture taken in one of them.  There are 
ladies, men, and boys and girls so the whole family can pose.   
 
I hope you will all participate in some of the 250 celebrations. 
 
Cheers, 
 
Aurel 
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We have a wonderful exhibit of photographs at the museum taken by members of the 
Yarmouth Photography Club. As I walked around the Education Wing admiring the 
amazing shots, I wondered what makes a good, and sometimes awesome, 
photograph. Is it the patience to wait for the right moment, the right time of day, the 
right lighting, a combination of all of the above, or merely a fluke? I know some 
photographers who snap hundreds of photos to come away with one perfect and 
suitable one. Surely the camera has something to do with it. Or, is knowing exactly 

what the camera can and can’t do the answer to an award winning photograph? All of these questions 
lead me to the storage room to take a look at the cameras we have in the collection and I assure, you we 
have many.  
 
The history of the camera can be traced to the ancient Chinese and Greeks. A device which uses a 
pinhole or lens to project an image of the scene outside upside-down onto a viewing surface was called a 
“camera obscura”. Unfortunately, the image required eight hours of light exposure and later faded! This 
device was in use in the early 1800.  
 
In 1827, Nicéphore Niépce made permanent images using a sliding wooden box camera made by 
Charles and Vincent Chevalier in Paris, France and by 1837, Frenchman Louis Daguerre's developed his 
first daguerreotype. This was an early photographic process in which an image was produced on a light-
sensitive silver or silver-coated plate and developed in mercury vapour.  This was the first image that 
was fixed and did not fade and needed less than thirty minutes of light exposure. I found out that an 
American named Alexander Wolcott gained the first patent issued in photography in 1840. 

Part of the camera’s history would be incomplete if I forgot to mention the stereoscope. This device was 
invented in 1861 by Oliver Wendell Holmes. This picture viewer resembles a pair of binoculars in which 
two-dimensional pictures of a scene taken at slightly different angles are viewed at the same time, one 
with each eye. This creates the illusion of three dimensions. 

Many advancement and developments in the designs and functions of the camera occurred through the 
years.The use of photographic film was pioneered by George Eastman, who started manufacturing paper 
film in 1885 before switching to celluloid in 1889. His first camera, which he called the "Kodak," was first 
offered for sale in 1888. It was a very simple box camera with a fixed-focus lens and single shutter 
speed, which along with its relatively low price appealed to the average consumer. The Kodak Brownie 
exploded onto the market. 

Introduced in 1893, the Kombi made important contributions to the development of modern photography. 
It was the first mini roll film camera and the first camera to combine (hence the name Kombi) the taking 
and viewing of pictures in the same instrument. It was invented by William V. Esmond and manufactured 
by Alfred C. Kemper, both of Chicago. These cameras sold for $3.50 and the 25 exposure film sold for 
.25¢. 

From the first Brownie, to the first 35mm camera, to modern flashbulbs hitting the market in 1927 and 
Polaroid’s introduction of the instant color film, photographs have been a method of documenting 
memories in each of our lives. By the 1980s, Sony had introduced its camcorder to the market and 
vacation photos took on a life of their own! 

Digital cameras differ from their analog predecessors primarily in that they do not use film, but capture 
and save photographs on digital memory cards or internal storage instead. The first true digital camera 
that recorded images as a computerized file was likely the Fuji DS-1P of 1988. Digital cameras now 
include wireless communication capabilities (for example Wi-Fi or Bluetooth) to transfer, print or share 
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photos, and are commonly found on mobile phones. Don’t ask, that is still beyond me. I’m still trying to 
figure out the bells and whistles on my new digital camera and dealing with SD cards! 

Looking into the storage room has revealed a wonderful selection of photographic equipment. I am 
including a photograph of two of the cameras we have in the collection.  

The larger of the cameras is a Eastman Kodak Camera that was used 
by Gordon Hatfield of Tusket who did photography work in the 1890s 
and early 1900s. This camera was donated to the museum in 1970 by 
Mrs. Nettie Reed of Tusket.  

 

 

We have a large camera collection on display that was donated by 
Mr. Ken Rodney, including this one, called a Kombi.  Ken owned 
and operated Atlantic Photo on John Street here in Yarmouth for 
many years and when he retired he donated his personal collection 
to the museum.  
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Spring and summer bring longer days, sunshine, warm breezes and tea parties 
outside with the neighbours…why don’t we peek into our files and see what our 
neighbour, Mrs. Pelton-Fuller, will be serving us this summer? (All recipes and notes 
are from the Pelton-Fuller House files in the archives). 
 

 
Perhaps we would start with some Twenty-four hour salad: 2 
cups white cherries; 2 cups diced pineapple; 2 cups orange 
sections; 2 cups quartered marshmallows; ¼ pound almonds, 
blanched and chopped; 2 eggs; 2 tablespoons sugar; 1 ¼ cups 
whipping cream; juice of one lemon. Combine cherries, 
pineapple, orange, marshmallows and almonds. Beat eggs until 
light; gradually add sugar, ¼ cup cream and the lemon juice. Mix 
thoroughly and cook in double boiler until smooth and thick, 
stirring constantly. Remove from heat and cool, and fold in 
remaining cream, whipped. Pour dressing over fruit mixture and 
mix lightly. Let stand 24 hours in refrigerator. Serve on crisp 
lettuce with a garnish of whipped cream. 
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By Jamie Serran, Archivist 
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    Marilyn Coyle, Yarmouth          Valerie Greenwood, Chezzetcook, NS 
    S. Clifford Hood, Yarmouth         Doug and Yvonne Eldridge, Yarmouth County 
    Sharon Sullivan, Yarmouth          Olaf and Beverly Gobien, Yarmouth County 
    William Fletcher, Yarmouth County        Barbara Churchill, Yarmouth 
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And maybe some English Pickles on the side? 2 cauliflower, broken in pieces; 2 quarts 
green tomatoes, sliced; 1 quart small onions; 1 quart string beans; 2 green and 1 red 
pepper, cut in pieces. Salt overnight and then drain. Mix six tablespoonfuls of mustard, four 
of flour, half cup of sugar, half ounce of turmeric, half ounce of curry – with cold water, mix 
smooth, then add to this five pints of vinegar, put all together and cook till done. Add 1 quart 
of gherkins. 
 
With tea, some milk sponge cake and apricot jam – milk sponge cake: 2 eggs, 1 cup sugar – stir in 
gradually 1 cup flour, 2 or 3 tablespoons baking powder, add last ½ cup hot milk. Apricot Jam: ¼ lb. dried 
apricots, 3 cups water. Mash apricots, add water: cover and let stand overnight. Drain (reserving liquid) & 
grind apricots, then combine with liquid. Put into large saucepan, place over good heat, add 1 box 
powdered fruit pectin and stir till mixture comes to hard boil, add 4 cups of sugar (previously measured) 
& stir well – bring to full rolling boil, boil hard one minute. Remove from heat, skim and ladle into glasses 
– wax at once (makes about 7, six ounce glasses or bottles).  
 
About the jam, Mrs. Pelton-Fuller says, “I thought you might like to make some of this – it is so easy to 
make and I like it so much; use it as a marmalade & it is also very nice for pastry things (a few slivered 
almonds add to the look of it).”  
 
See you in the garden!  
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to the Society are for a calendar year. 
Dues and membership for 2011 
are currently being accepted. 

 

          Single            $  25.00 
          Family            $  40.00 
          Life (single)           $400.00 
          Life (family)           $550.00 
 

Cheques to be made out to: 
Yarmouth County Historical Society 
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CANOEING  OUR  ANCIENT  WATERWAYS! 

                              by Peter Eldridge 
 
Spring is upon us… with canoeing rivers flowing fast from winter snows.  But “What does recreational 
canoeing have to do with ‘celebrating our history’?” For a possible answer, won’t you join us here for 
some paddling...and a little portaging! 
 
If you scan a detailed map, or fly high over southwest Nova Scotia, you can’t help but marvel at the 
countless lakes scattered across the landscape. One can imagine the sculpturing ancient glacier carving 
its way as it receded millions of years ago. It left gouges like pot-holes just waiting to be water-filled, 
ringed, and often peopled by massive granite boulders, easily rolled into place by the ice, and then much 
later surrounded by lonely ancient forests …. all a dramatic part of our history!  
   
Also still extant is the wave-like profile of our land left by its early formation, with its apparent mid-land 
spine ridging the length of this part of the province. Like the Great Divide, from this ridge, meandering 
rivers run down west to the dinosaurs’ Fundy , or east to the ravaging North Atlantic. Today, replacing 
the log-drivers of the past, our contemporary highway-drivers speed by quite oblivious as they cross 
these rivers of history. 

  
 
Thanks to a favour of nature, during the past 25 years, 
Yarmouth summer-resident and friend John Whitaker of 
Washington, D.C. and this writer have together had the glorious 
privilege very often of visiting this ancient world by canoe. With 
John’s geology Ph D. and his later storied career at the 
presidential level of U.S. politics, we’ve spent many a paddle 
discussing primordial rocks, and cross-border politics.  
 

 
With our canoeing record total of over 100 lakes and 10 rivers in and around Yarmouth County on our 
one-day ventures, John quips facetiously, “We should write a book about our inland water travels. I bet 
we’ve canoed more lakes than the Mi’kmaq!”  That may be so, but we certainly haven’t surpassed their 
many migrations along these rivers where they followed the seasons to fish, hunt, pick berries, and seek 
better weather conditions for their families.  
 
Among the many surprises we encounter is that we rarely, if ever, see another person canoeing, fishing, 
or even photographing these wonderful inland scenes!  There are numerous far-flung, deteriorating 
woodland cabins, presumably built and once used by hunters or fishers, but usually now sitting long-
silent as we drift by...unless our timing, May to September, is their absent off-season. We see the bare 
remnants of old logging areas, mills, dams, sluices, log-cabins...and even the myriad sunken logs 
reminiscent of those by-gone river-runs. We can only conclude that those loggers and their masters 
worked wonders with nature in the rugged harvesting of their product! Not only do we not see humans, 
we don’t even see much wild-life, perhaps because our canoeing is during the height of the day, not 
early mornings or evenings. 
  
Fortunately the effluent is gone from the east branch of the Tusket, while with good reason the locals still 
complain about pollution in adjacent waterways.  Recently, John and I – in shock – hastily exited a lake 
of absolute sludge from shore to shore in which nothing could possibly live.  But then there’s the silent, 
natural beauty of the Chelsey Deadwater flowing out into the Tusket; or the Clare Lake where gulls circle 
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the shelters of miniscule salmon, being cultivated to mature later in the salt-water cages of the Digby 
harbour; or the Annis River from the pickerel-haven lake to the alewife weirs downstream close to the 
ocean.   
 
We pass today the lake-shore properties recently purchased by people ‘from away’ (a long way away!), 
who’ve come to enjoy the Canadian wilderness but have an un-Canadian knack of stripping away most 
of the trees on their palatial premises while often restricting access to the waterways by canoeists and 
others.  We visit the storied New France, (The Electric City, by Paul Stehelin) highly recommended for a 
woodland picnic; or just sightseeing on the mighty Sissiboo down to Weymouth; and the inspiring 
scenery of the ‘Boar’s Back’ drumlin above Hectanooga, for a short  drive to the magnificent Lac 
Wentworth and its ‘Pocket Wilderness’ just over the line in Clare. 
 
 
In the mid 1930s, the picturesque waterways around Carleton 
were being considered by the federal government for the 
establishment of a national park. Then Annapolis, Yarmouth, 
and Shelburne got together to recommend the Lake Rossignol 
area of Queens County (The Tent Dwellers, by A.B. Paine, 
secretary of Mark Twain). But the Cape Breton Highlands won 
out (though we do now have Kedji next-door!). 
  
 
 
What a wonderful world of the Creator’s handiwork to experience!   The canoeist never knows what 
beautiful scene of over-hanging trees or waterfalls wait ‘round the next bend as it fast approaches!  What 
a treasure of nature and history we have here in Yarmouth County – where the elite from New York to 
Texas used to come in droves to search out Braemar or Birchdale Lodges, and all points in between! 
  
But, it’s time to canoe on again!  Oops! Pay attention!  Steer hard for the mid-channel through those 
approaching rapids …. and back into history!  
����
����
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On display at the museum 
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Happenings and Events 
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Funding for this project was made possible by the Cultural Division of Department of 
Communities, Culture and Heritage for the Province of Nova Scotia. 



 8 

  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
           Answers in next month’s issue 
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22 Collins Street 

Yarmouth, Nova Scotia B5A 3C8 
Tel: 902-742-5539 
Fax: 902-749-1120 

E-mail: ycmuseum@eastlink.ca  
Web site: http://yarmouthcountymuseum.ednet.ns.ca  

�
President:     Aurel Mooney 
     902-742-3675 
 
Director/Curator:   Nadine Gates 
      ycmuseum@eastlink.ca   
 
Ass. Director:     
      
 
Archivist:     Jamie Serran 
     ycarchives@eastlink.ca  
 
Historigram:     ycmhistorigram@eastlink.ca  
 

WINTER HOURS 
 

Museum and Archives:  
Tuesday to Saturday 2 to 5 pm 

 
Director: Monday to Friday 9 am to 5 pm 
 
Curator: Monday to Thursday 9 am to 2 pm 
 
Archivist: Tuesday to Saturday 9am to 5 pm 
 

Archives are closed from 12:30 to 1:30 daily 


