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Greetings everyone, 
 

I’m trying to be cheerful and non-negative…BUT…my area of the province 
has had one form of moisture for far too long! 
 

On a happy note, we have had a busy time at the museum with the 
opening of a display from the Photography Club; visits by classes of school 
children; activities in the archives re the 250th anniversary play and tea 
(Mrs. Coakley’s project); research by children for their Heritage Fair (and a 
scavenger hunt at the museum); plus all the regular activities for the 
management of the museum. 
 

Our volunteers continue to be faithful for which I am thankful.  We will soon 
be open for our summer hours – please don’t hesitate to fill in for the 
morning hours.  
 

Last Friday (May 13) I enjoyed the hoisting of two of our “Ship Family 
Flags” in the education wing and the remaining ones in the main room of 
the museum.  We were able to have these flags crafted through a grant 
from the Yarmouth Waterfront Development Corporation in honour of the 
250th celebration and the shipping families of Yarmouth.  
 

I now have a costume representing the dress of the women who arrived 
250 years ago and am excited to get “laced” into it soon for an occasion. 
 

Hopefully we will have some sunshine before my next contribution to the 
Historigram!   
 

Don’t forget to look through your treasures for donations to the Garden 
Sale. 
 
Cheers, 
 

Aurel 
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We’ve been a bit on the busy side at the museum and archives over this last month. 
There have been a number of activities both in and out of the museum and with the 
250th Anniversary year things are hopping! 
 

During the weekend of April 28th-30th I attended the Annual General Meeting of the 
Association of Nova Scotia Museums in Tatamagouche. One of the workshops I 

attended dealt with museums and insurances. This session was quite the eye opener for a lot of the 
community museums, which is what we are. The Association has been investigating insurance coverage 
for museums through the Canadian Museum Association. In the past, coverage for smaller museums 
has been cost prohibitive. Now, with many more small museums and archives getting on board, policies 
are being developed that would better serve smaller clients. In the coming years, we may find it 
beneficial to sign up for group coverage but that has yet to be the case. 
  
Two of the other sessions I attended were by the key note speaker Scott Mair, Program Director of the 
Swan Lake Nature Sanctuary in British Columbia. Scott’s entertaining and energetic means of 
interpretation dealt with using the imagination and a child’s natural ability to have fun to get your 
message across. Museums can be educational and fun by implementing the right storytelling techniques 
for your exhibits. Granted, Scott’s bird costumes really didn’t have anything to do with the Yarmouth 
County Museum but wouldn’t Captain Eric with a Sou’Wester and rain gear on, smelling of fish bait, 
handing out dried fish have an impact?  Just saying! 
 

The Tri County Regional Heritage Fair was held on May 12 at the NSCC Burridge Campus. The students 
competing in this Heritage Fair range from Grade 4 to Grade 9 
and all the projects were very impressive. This year the 
Historical Society’s Board of Directors agreed that the Society 
should recognize a project which best captures aspects of 
local history that would otherwise be lost and that this Local 
History Award would be a perpetual trophy. The recipient of 
this award was Barbara Webster, a Grade 6 student at 
Yarmouth Central Elementary School. Barbara, a French 
Immersion student, did her project on the Marine Hospital 
(L’Hôpital des Marins) that was located on Bunker’s Island in 
the early 1900s. She received a trophy to take home and her 
name will be placed on a plaque that will be hung in the 
museum. A second, one time, award was for the project that 
best reflected Yarmouth’s 250th. The medal was given to 
Grade 4 student Nykola Selig of Meadowfields Community school.  Nykola’s project was entitled “River 
Drive” and dealt with driving (floating) logs down river to be sold or sawn. The museum had several 
judges involved in this day long fair and, I think they would all agree with me - it was a day well spent. 
 

We had a very good turn out on May 13th for the official hoisting of the newest addition to our collection. 
The house flags were unveiled and are flying high in the main museum.  Eric Ruff, Curator Emeritus for 
the museum, and Byron Boudreau, Deputy Mayor for the Town of Yarmouth and Chair of the Yarmouth 
Waterfront Development Corporation, did the honours that afternoon by officially hoisting the Killam 
Brothers and the Young, Kinney and Corning flags, respectively. These house, or company flags, were 
flown on ship’s masts and were used as a means of identifying whose company, or family, the ship 
belonged to. Many hands went into the making of these flags. Thank you to Linda Robicheau of Le’s 
Fashions and her staff, Marian White and Carol Burgess, for the many hours it took to put them all 
together. Thanks also to the folks at Hands on Crafts who were responsible for the hand woven, hand 
dyed, felted wool used in the lettering on the flags. Funding for this project was provided by the Yarmouth 
Waterfront Development Corporation whose support is greatly appreciated. 

!�	
�����"�����	�#�����	�$��%	��� �
By Nadine Gates 

 

Barbara Webster and her winning project 
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With the assistance of Nadine Gates…Left: Eric Ruff hoisting the Killam Brothers flag 
Right: Byron Boudreau, Chair of the Yarmouth Waterfront Development Corporation  

hoisting the Young, Kinney and Corning house flag. 
 

We have hosted many functions over the last month. From Visitor Information Center’s staff having a 
workshop here, to a book launching and an IODE Tea on the 24th.  This year’s Happenings Historical 
Teatime Theatre culminated with the students hosting a tea of their own on the 21st and they also 
performed skits they wrote based on research they did in our archives.  A job well done by the students, 
John Sollows, the Education Chair at the museum, and Linda Coakely, Project Facilitator. The Teatime 
Theatre is supported by a grant from the Cultural Activities Program of the Nova Scotia Department of 
Communities, Culture, and Heritage. 
 

And it doesn’t stop there!  
 Coming up this month is the Art Society and the Write Away Group’s summer show “At the 
Museum” opening on Sunday June 5th at 2:00 pm. This exhibit is based on the artifacts and 
exhibits in the Yarmouth County Museum and is in celebration of Yarmouth’s 250th Anniversary. 

 

 For those of you who remember a concert here a few years ago with the Shantymen and 
Chimera, I know you’ll remember what a great time you had. Get ready for another super evening 
of wonderful musical entertainment as they are making a repeat appearance on Friday, June 10th 
at 8:00 pm. Seating is limited so call 742-5539 to reserve yours. Admission is $10.00 per person. 

 

 On June 11th at 3:00 pm, the Yarmouth County Museum is launching two new interpretive panels 
on the Mi’kmaq and the Settlement of Yarmouth Township and also showing off four reproduction 
costumes of the late 1700s. These costumes will be part of our teaching collection and will be 
available to the public to try on!  Come in and join in the fun! 

 

 Pat Jarvis, drummer extraordinaire, will be here on June 21st at 1:00 pm to “Sound in Summer” for 
Grade Six classes.  Drop in and listen to the beat of the drum and hear the wonderful story he 
has to tell.  

 

 And in a return visit to the museum, Don Olmstead of Olmstead Currency will be here on June 
24th and 25th looking to buy your coins and currency, and unwanted gold and silver. And 
remember, he’s still looking for that illusive Bank of Yarmouth note!  Call the museum at 742-
5539 for more details. 

 

 The Museum and Archives Yard Sale will be on July 16th and it will start promptly at 9:00 am. (No 
early birds, please!)  Please keep us in mind when doing your spring cleaning.  As the saying 
goes “One man’s junk is another man’s fortune”.  This fundraiser would not be possible but for the 
donations received from society members throughout the year. 

 
We have had student interviews and are happy to announce that Ashley Emin, Kelly-Anne MacNeil, and 
Jennie Sollows will be working in the museum and Celia Muise in the archives this summer. (photos in 
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the next issue) They will be familiar faces by the end of summer so drop in and say hello. Funding for 
these students has been made possible by the Young Canada Works in Heritage Institutions program 
and by society members Barbara (McNutt) Eagles and Jim MacIntyre. Thank you for your continued 
support.  At time of printing we are still waiting to hear from the Canada Summer Jobs program and from 
an appeal we made to Nova Scotia Economic Development and their Student Career Skills Development 
Program to reconsider funding two students. Keep your fingers crossed! 
 

Jamie has been busy filling researcher positions on the “Lost to the Sea” project and I’m sure will have 
and update for you as the project develops.  
 

Until next time…keep us in mind! 
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For the past few months, we in the archives have been working hard as partners in 
the Lost to the Sea Memorial project. The memorial, honouring Yarmouth County 
citizens who have lost their lives at sea, is set to be constructed just below Frost Park 
on Water Street in Yarmouth. From the Lost to the Sea website, 
www.losttothesea.com:   
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The memorial will include plaques listing the names that we have found through our research. This 
research is ongoing, and we could still use your help! Please visit the project website at 
www.losttothesea.com and click on the “List of Names” menu option on the right. The information 
currently on the site is not yet complete, but please take a look and let us know if anything is missing or 
incorrect. You may submit names using the form on the site, or send them to Jamie at 
ycarchives@eastlink.ca. The website also contains information on the proposed design of the memorial, 
the Lost to the Sea Committee, and more – please take a look! 
 
Thank you to everyone who has already contributed information or time to this project – we will continue 
working hard, and with your help, will make it a fitting tribute for its subjects. Stay tuned for more updates 
as our work progresses!  
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to the Society are for a calendar year. 
Dues and membership for 2011 
are currently being accepted. 

 

          Single            $  25.00 
          Family            $  40.00 
          Life (single)           $400.00 
          Life (family)           $550.00 
 

Cheques to be made out to: 
Yarmouth County Historical Society 

 
We were sitting in our cabin aboard the cruise ship 
Veendam awaiting our slotted time to leave the ship 
at Valparaiso, Chile, when I picked up the cabin’s 
copy of Compass 2011: the onboard Magazine of 
Holland America Line.  Imagine my surprise when, 
flipping through the hard cover book, I found “A 
Whopper of a Tale”.  This article turned out to be the 
story of Yarmouth County’s Outer Bald Island (aka 
Outer Baldonia).  The six page article by Matt 
Hannafin included eight photographs.  Two of 
photos, including the lead one, were from our 
Yarmouth County Museum Archives.  Of the others, 
four were taken by Pubnico resident Ted D’Eon, one 
was from the Wedgeport Sport Tuna Fishing Museum 
while the Department of Nova Scotia Tourism and 
Heritage provided the last one.  Considering that this 
publication can be found in each of Holland America 
Lines’ fifteen cruise ships, with the potential of 
23,190 guests, many of whom change weekly, this 
was an excellent way of spreading the word of 
Yarmouth County and our museum and archives – 
plus the archives was paid for the use of the pictures! 

Eric Ruff 



 6 

����
����
����

����
IN  THE  WAKE  OF  THE  ‘POMPEY’…. 

Have you heard of the Yarmouth Area Community Fund? 
                                                                                          by Peter Eldridge 

 
As part of the Yarmouth area’s 250th, our Museum speakers’ program recently highlighted the first 
settlers coming to our shores from Massachusetts aboard the schooner “Pompey Dick” in 1761, 
(hopefully soon to be recounted in the Historigram for all our members).   
 
Those original families of Sealed Landers, Ebenezer Ellis, and Moses Perry, had a vision to create a life 
for themselves in the new coastal land of ‘Chebogue’ in south western Acadia. Today, that early vision 
continues, with a concept new to Yarmouth and to Nova Scotia – the Yarmouth Area Community Fund!  
 
The Fund is a public community fund which has the endorsement of the Board of the Yarmouth County 
Historical Society, but it is not our intention for this to replace any donations to the Yarmouth County 
Museum.  As in the spirit of 1761, the Fund is ‘the community helping itself’, ‘a gift that keeps on giving 
to Yarmouth Town and County’. 
 
The Fund is a permanent endowment in which the capital is never touched but grows forever from 
donations, fund-raisers, bequests, etc.  The income is used to assist local not-for-profits, charities, 
initiatives, and projects touching all segments of our community, helping provide leadership to assist 
youth, seniors, people with disabilities, and other social concerns.  
 
As the Fund increases in value, grants will be available. The first community foundation was in Winnipeg 
in 1921, which now has in excess of $400 million. There are currently 170 Community Foundations 
across Canada.  The Yarmouth Area Community Fund is one of the first funds in Nova Scotia, and has 
endorsement and contributions from all three local municipal councils.   
 
Helping to sustain our community, all donations collected in the Yarmouth area remain here, and all 
decisions regarding the selection of grant recipients are made by a local committee.  
 
Today, with the winds of the 250th billowing our sails, please tell others about the Fund. In this special 
anniversary year, donors are giving $25.00, $250.00, or multiples thereof. For more information, please 
check the web-site www.cfns.ca or call 902-742-5585. What greater gift for family, friends, and 
neighbours!  

“Aye, Cap’n, … Steady as she goes!” 
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Check out our selection of books. 
There is something for everyone, 
tales of the sea, how we used to live, 
other cultures, hobbies or history. 
You name it and we have it. 

 
 

Coming soon 
Yarmouth County Museum T-shirts 

and 

Amos Pewter’s 2012 ornament. 
 

Members get 10% off and there is no tax. WOW, that is like saving 25%. 
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One of Yarmouth’s many firsts - the first Public Library in Nova Scotia.  It was formed in January 
1822 and was known as the Yarmouth Book Society. In 1870 it became the Milton Library.  
 
 
 
 

   My – how we have grown! 
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Answers in next month’s issue 
April answers: top:Kolon motor  
    bottom: fresnel light 
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22 Collins Street 

Yarmouth, Nova Scotia B5A 3C8 
Tel: 902-742-5539 
Fax: 902-749-1120 

E-mail: ycmuseum@eastlink.ca  
Web site: http://yarmouthcountymuseum.ednet.ns.ca  

�
President:     Aurel Mooney 
     902-742-3675 
 
Director/Curator:   Nadine Gates 
      ycmuseum@eastlink.ca   
 
Ass. Director:     
      
 
Archivist:     Jamie Serran 
     ycarchives@eastlink.ca  
 
Historigram:     ycmhistorigram@eastlink.ca  
 

WINTER HOURS 
 

Museum and Archives:  
Tuesday to Saturday 2 to 5 pm 

 
Director: Monday to Friday 9 am to 5 pm 
 
Curator: Monday to Thursday 9 am to 2 pm 
 
Archivist: Tuesday to Saturday 9am to 5 pm 
 

Archives are closed from 12:30 to 1:30 daily 


