Greetings Everyone,

We certainly are having “Jam Packed” events at the museum. | for one
have enjoyed the “Ships in a bottle”. The Fun Day for the children looked
great. The students did a great job with the games, face painting and so
on. The families had their lunch on the lawn and it was a beautiful day to
be outside.

The Ways and Means Committee is meeting weekly planning the
Amazing House Tour on August 27 and the Gala in November. At this
moment I'm manning the desk and the “Garden Sale” is in full swing. It
looks as if we will do welll The students are hard working and
cooperative in all their duties, are friendly and talkative and respectful to
everyone. They are a great bunch! We also have the “Lost to the Sea”
people working from the museum and all in all we are one big happy
family!

I am having difficulty finding people to man the desk for some of the
afternoons in August. If you haven't done desk duty for a while, | would
be happy to give you a brief reorientation — just give me a call. The
students take desk duties in the mornings.

I hope all of you hare enjoying the sunshine and all of
the 250 events.
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August 14™ beginning at 2:00 PM.

AUGUST SOCIETY MEETING — August 5™ at 7:30 PM.
Program — Tales from the Crypt - Stories and Revelations from the Old Chebogue Burying
Ground of Our First Settlers". Included is background information by cemetery trustee Brian
Duncan and visits by “Abigail Adams” and “Squire John Crawley” with stories of some of
those buried there. A follow up walking and talk of the cemetery will be held in Saturday,
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By Nadine Gates, Director/Curator

| very happy to announce we received funding for two more summer students. Emily
Crowell and Jordan Rodgerson joined us on July 4™ and will be here until the 26" of
August. They'll be at Killam Brothers and around the downtown area this summer to
help us celebrate Yarmouth’s 250th.

Today, July 19", the summer students are in a drama
workshop with my daughter Rielle. She has been
teaching high school drama for the Halifax school
district over the last three years and, as part of our obligation to one of
our funding institutions, we promised a workshop would be had. The
purpose of this workshop was for the students to feel more in character
when they were dressed in costume. If you've been in the Killam
Brothers Shipping Office, or walked around downtown this summer, you
might have seen some of our students handing out brochures dressed in
some of our teaching costumes. Their objective this summer is
promotion. Walking up to a stranger on Main Street and talking about the
Museum, Archives, Pelton-Fuller House, and Killam Brothers is not the

easiest thing to do. Some are too uncomfortable and shy to do so. It
takes a certain kind of person to don a costume on a daily basis and have
fun being someone else, and | am happy to say we have that certain kind
working for us this summer. Our students are all hard workers and put
100% of themselves in any of the tasks they've been asked to do. Take
the yard sale we had on the 16™. So much work goes into putting on this
yard sale starting weeks ahead. Susan and Charles Winship kept

everyone organized, made sure everything was priced, recruited §
volunteers, and were an unstoppable work force over the last days
leading to the event. The Garden Club members donated plants again
this year; the bake table soon sold out; the antiques and jewellery tables
drew crowds; and the general flea market tables were busy from start to
finish. | kept telling all the students that it was a very busy, labour
intensive two days and | think they believe me now! | can tell you that
even with all the volunteers involved in this event, if it were not for the
extra hands the summer students provide, there is no way we could pull
this off. I'm very pleased to tell you that we raised $3305.00 with the break

down being:
flea market: $1388.00 antiques: $748.00 jewellery: $565.00
books: $384.00 plants: $119.00 bake table $99.00.

THANK YOU to everyone for all the hard work and especially the many donations.

This afternoon, Susan Winship is giving a costume talk as one
of our Seafest activities. Susan plans for weeks, going through
the costume collection, picking out the most interesting pieces
that have wonderful stories to tell. Her talks, whether it be the
hall tree segment of the Historical Society meeting or one of
these programs, is always a crowd pleaser. The remainder of
the week promises to be just as busy. I'll have more Seafest
activities to talk about in the next issue of the newsletter so stay
_ tuned.
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We've had friends dropping in to pay us a visit over the last few
weeks and it's nice to put faces to names. Some come bearing
gifts for the collection. One such gift is a redwork quilt that was
originally started in 1897 by Nellie McGray who finished the
squares in 1901. The quilt itself had not been finished but lay in
pieces until March 2010 when Nettie Petterson, McGray’'s grand
daughter, decided to finish it. The embroidery on this quilt is
beautifully done and what a treasure to add to the collection. | was
tickled to see the sailing ship in the upper right corner, so fitting for
our museum. This quilt, along with a few more from our wonderful
collection will be on display this coming Christmas season. I'm
only teasing you with a photo so you’ll have to drop in and see the
real thing!

Some of our American friends have made their way to Yarmouth for their annual visit and | appreciate
seeing them and the special humour some bring along with them. Another society member wanted to
see a particular watch we have in the collection. This was a presentation watch given to Captain Amos
Crosby by Abraham Lincoln, the President of the United States at the time, for rescuing the crew of the
wrecked American barque Edisto in 1863. Each watch has a spectacular story attached to it. | had a
closer look at some of the watches we have in the collection and was rather pleased — and awed — to
find that we have five presentation watches in the collection. In the works is a special display case to
better display these items and their stories.

I know we all have busy lives and finding time to donate to the historical society is often not an easy thing
to do but, if you should have a few hours a week and would like to spend it among friends, please drop in
and see either myself, Adrienne, or Aurel, and we’'ll give you a tour of the place, a cup of tea, and find an
interesting job for you to do. There’s always room for one more! Until next time.

$%&

By Jamie Serran, Archivist

With the launch of the Lost to the Sea website on July 7", 2011, the research portion
of our project is continuing to move ahead at a rapid pace. Building on the excellent
work over the last few years from volunteers Nancy Hood, Eric Ruff, Wilfred Allan,
David Sollows, and many others, the researchers working with us this summer have
discovered and compiled almost 1800 records, most of which are now searchable on the project website
at www.losttothesea.com. We have also had an excellent response from the public in response to our
request for corrections to the existing entries as well as submissions of new information. We are
especially grateful for the participation of the public because it often covers the years that are not
represented by resources in the archives, as well as books or publications that we do not own. In
addition, many names or other pieces of information are not recorded in books or newspapers, and are
only in our database because a family member passes them on to us. Please visit the website, pass the
address on to your friends, and send us anything you know about persons lost to the sea — your
assistance will make our research team’s job much easier.
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Three members of our research team, Melissa Hinckley, Emily Sollows, and Corbyn Gallagher, will finish
their work term with us at the end of August. The other two, Mike Durkee and Alex Colgan, will be
staying on for another month to continue their hard work in researching and compiling the information.
The research process has been running quite smoothly: after Melissa, Emily and Corbyn locate new
names in the resources they find in the archives, Alex transcribes their information and enters it into the
database. He also does the same with the information that is submitted to us via emall, letter, and
telephone. Mike is responsible for transferring the data in the database to the website and making sure
that everything works properly, as well as responding to queries, adding new stories and information to
the site, and generally coordinating the rest of the research team. Those are their duties in very simple
terms...but of course the reality is always more complicated than it sounds! This team has done a
tremendous job with an enormous amount of information in a very short time, and their contribution to
this project so far has been invaluable.

If you visit the www.losttothesea.com website, please take a look at the other pages (apart from the List

of Names) for a wealth of information on the project history, details of the monument, and more. The
monument is set to be unveiled on Water Street in Yarmouth on December 31, 2011, so we still have a
great deal of work ahead of us over the coming months. We are proud to be part of this project, however,
and are pleased to be helping to honour all of those residents who lost their lives to the sea.
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Contributed by Michael Cunningham

Herbert L Cunningham was the light-keeper at Cape Forchu from 1922 until 1952, and during that time
he kept a personal journal of many of the day-to-day events that occurred at the light-station. This journal
is on display at the Cape Forchu Light-House Museum. (One of his grandsons, Michael Cunningham, a
Yarmouth County Historical Society member, is working on a book based on detailing some of his
grandfather's journal entries).

In Herb Cunningham's journal, an entry was found for
August 12, 1941 that led to a very interesting story. The
entry reads, "President Roosevelt's yacht & nine warships
anchored in the Sound. Bob & Edmund went out and
spoke to them". Bob Nickerson was Herb's assistant for
many years and the two light-keepers occasionally did
harbour pilot work for visiting ships to earn extra money.
On this occasion, Bob and another local man went out in
their small motor boat to visit the yacht in the harbour to
see if there was an opportunity to get some extra income
by offering their services. It would be interesting to know
what kind of reception the helpful harbour pilots received
when they asked the crew of Roosevelt's yacht Potomac if
they could be of any assistance, but no record remains of
that. What could the President of the United States be
doing in Yarmouth harbour during the war years?

- .
erbert L Cunningham — Yarmouth Light Keeper (1922 to 1952) in lantern room

Was it possible Herb Cunningham's account was incorrect? But perhaps it was possible — after all,
President Roosevelt did have acquaintances in the area and he had visited southwestern Nova Scotia in
1936 to partake in some of the Wedgeport tuna fishing. Herb's journal entry of August 12th, 1941 is
certainly one of the most fascinating notes he left behind and it connects Yarmouth to one of the most
important meetings of WWII!

A check of the Yarmouth paper dated the 19th of March showed that Herb had been accurate in his
reporting. The newspaper headline proclaimed, "Think Nations’ Heads Were Here" and, "Presence of
Potomac in Yarmouth Harbour Causes Wonderment". Although no one knew for sure if the President
and British Prime Minister Churchill were on the Potomac, it was war-time and of course everyone
expected there would be a considerable amount of secrecy about Roosevelt's movements. The whole
world knew the two leaders were meeting somewhere but no one knew where. Adding to the excitement
were reports of a large aircraft that had been sighted in the sky above Yarmouth during the early hours of
the 14th. The paper reported that the engine's roar had sent several local persons scurrying to their
windows in time to see a huge monoplane circling out over Yarmouth Sound.

What we know now is that President Roosevelt met with Winston Churchill for the very first time as the
heads of their respective states between the 10th and 12th of August 1941 in Argentia, Newfoundland
aboard the HMS Prince of Wales and USS Augusta. This was the famous Atlantic Conference code-
named ‘Riviera’, and resulted in the signing of the Atlantic Charter which would set the founding
principles for a number of post-war agreements and would influence how international organizations like
the United Nations functioned in the years to come. Roosevelt and Churchill certainly were not in
Yarmouth on the 12th of August when Herb made his journal entry, so why were Roosevelt's yacht, the
Potomac, and nine warships here?



The presidential yacht USS Potomac had been commissioned in 1934 as the 165-foot Coast Guard
cutter Electra and after being renamed for Roosevelt it was used by him until his death in 1945. On the
3" of August, 1941, Roosevelt departed Washington by train to board
Potomac at the navy base at New London, Connecticut, supposedly
for a deep-sea fishing trip along the New England coast. Secrecy
about the trip was the key, and most of Roosevelt's own staff did not |«
know the truth about the fishing trip. They stopped in several ports, |
dropping slight hints about Roosevelt's presence and the President
could be observed by local onlookers enjoying the fresh air on the
deck.

After a couple days of acting the fisherman, Roosevelt was smuggled aboard the USS Augusta on a dark
night the 5th of August, and the warship immediately sped toward Newfoundland. The Potomac, her
crew and escorts continued on with the charade cruising New England waters, continuing the fishing trip
and visiting a few ports, including obviously Yarmouth. While the Potomac was in port, a secret-service
officer disguised as Roosevelt could be seen waving from the deck to the onlookers gathered on shore.
Roosevelt himself seemed to have enjoyed fooling his own people and the public so much that he would
later recall with amusement the ruse they had set up.

The Roosevelt Library and Archives was able to confirm that the USS Augusta with the President
onboard left Argentia to eventually rendezvous again with the Potomac at Blue Hill Bay, Maine. Herb
Cunningham and many others in Yarmouth may have believed at first that the President was aboard his
yacht in Yarmouth harbour, but instead they were all misled by a clever decoy. Several days later both
Roosevelt and Churchill held press conferences announcing the results of their very successful meeting!
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August 1% and 2" — Mountain Cemetery Walk with John Wainwright. Free tickets
available at the museum’s front desk

August 5 ™ _ Historical Society meeting at 7:30 with Cemetery Trustee Brian Duncan,
Judi Archibald (Abigail Robbins) and Wilfred Allan (Squire John Crawley).
Many members of our first families are buried in this location and this will be a great
opportunity to discover some of their stories.

August 6 ™ at 2:00 pm — the Yarmouth Art Society’s Summer Sho  w, part two — “At the
Fish Houses” with special guest Ms. Barb Ellis speaking on Elizabeth Bishop and her
poetry. Light refreshments will be served.

August 7™ — Gala Garden Party co-hosted by the Yarmouth County Historical Society
and the Yarmouth Public Library and Museum on the grounds of the library. Tickets are
available at the museum’s front desk and at City Drug on Main Street.

August 14 — at 2:00 PM a follow up |||
to the Historical Society meeting with
a walk and talk at the Chebogue 22 Collins Street
Burying Ground Yarmouth, Nova Scotia B5A 3C8
Tel: 902-742-5539
August 15 ™ — National Acadian Day _ Fax: 902-749-1120
a special fundraiser. Come show your Web site: http://yarmouthcountymuseum.ednet.ns.ca
support and sample a bit of Rapure, President: Aurel Mooney
with or without molasses! 902-742-3675
August 26 th _ quthor Cathleen Director/Curator: Nadine Gates .
Filmore will be giving a talk on yemuseum@eastlink.ca
Captain Samuel BanC_rOf_t Davis at Asst. Director:  Adrienne Beaudette
700pm RegU|ar adm|SS|0n Charged ycm_asst_dir@east”nk_ca

Archivist: Jamie Serran

th .
August 27 ~ — The Amazing ycarchives@eastlink.ca

Yarmouth County House Tour starts
at 1:00pm. Tickets are $20.00 each Historigram: ycmbhistorigram @eastlink.ca
and showcase four of the most
amazing homes in Yarmouth town
and county. Beautiful homes on the Museum and Archives:
tour, and the gracious people who Monday to Saturday 9 am to 5 pm
have agreed to open their doors this Pelton-Fuller House:

- . Monday to Saturday 9am to 4 pm
year, will mal§e this a house tour to Killam Brothers Shipping Office
remember. Tickets are sure to go fast. Monday to Saturday 10 am to 4 pm
Call the museum for more information

and to reserve yours today!

SUMMER HOURS

Director/Curator: Monday to Thursday 9 am to 4 pm
Assistant Curator: Monday to Friday 9 am to 5 pm
Archivist: Tuesday to Saturday 9am to 5 pm
Archives are closed from 12:30 to 1:30 daily
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