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Greetings on this glorious, sunshine day, a perfect day as 
was yesterday.  My friends who have gardens have snow 
drops pushing up their heads and green shoots of lilies 
and daffodils an inch and a half high.  Great weather for 
hitting the walking trails. 

 
Yesterday at 1:00 PM at the Town Hall, I attended the unveiling of the 
artist’s conception for the memorial on Water Street. This memorial will 
face the water and list the names of all in our area who lost their lives in 
that water.  On this note I am asking those of you who are living away to 
think of any ancestors who lost their lives in sailing vessel sinkings. When 
a ship went down it was usual to list the names of the captain, the mate, 
cook and physician, but the only mention of the ordinary seaman was in 
such phrases as “ship went down with all hands aboard”.  It will be a 
tedious, time consuming effort to name these men but one which must be 
done and any information you could offer would be appreciated. 
 
I again want to thank all those volunteers who contribute in any way, 
shape or form to our museum and archives.  Our John Sollows was not 
only our selection to be volunteer of the year but will also represent us at 
the Provincial Volunteer Award ceremony in Halifax.  Congratulations, 
John, you are certainly deserving of this honour. 
 
As I have not been at the museum for the past ten days due to some type 
of “flu” that is causing a great deal of coughing, I have not yet met our 
new assistant director.  I should have that pleasure next week. 
 
Nadine Gates, who has been the curator since Eric’s retirement, has 
agreed to take on part-time director/curator duties with Adrienne 
Beaudette as full time assistant director.  We offer a hearty welcome to 
both Nadine in her additional role and to Adrienne in her new role as 
assistant director.  
 
Aurel 
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Just to recap – February has been a very busy month for us at the museum and 
archives. It began on the stormy side and we were forced to reschedule the first 
Heritage Talk to March 2nd.   However, good weather prevailed for the rest of the 
month and all of the presentations were very well attended. Everyone who came 
enjoyed learning a bit about, and sharing their knowledge about, the Lake Annis area, 
the Milton/Vancouver Street area, Captain Perry’s murder and the near fist-fight 
between Abigail Robbins (Judi Archibald) and John Crawley, Esq. (Wilfred Allan). 

These Heritage Talks would not be possible if it weren’t for the people who agree to present and the 
dedicated research they have done. Thank you to everyone for making this year’s talks so successful. I 
am including a few photos of the presenters. Please feel free to check out our website and Facebook 
page to see more photos. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

We were pleased to host a workshop at our museum on March 24th.  Organized by the Association of 
Nova Scotia Museums, this workshop gave participants the opportunity to learn about the provincial 
heritage strategy and how it can be applied to our own interpretive plans for the museum. 
 

If you are in the area, please stop in and take in the wonderful exhibit of photographs by the members of 
the Yarmouth Photography Club. Some of the prints in “Focus on Photography” are for sale and I know 
they would make a great addition to anyone’s collection. Talent abounds in the Tri-Counties and I am 
constantly in awe of the sheer number of artists we have. 

"�	
�� ���#�����	�$ �����	� %��&	��� �
By Nadine Gates 

 

Maryanne Mehaffey (Top) 
Judy Archibald “Abigail Robbins” 

Ken Langille 
Wilfred Allen 



 3 

I also want to thank our sponsors for the month of March- Comeau Seafoods Ltd .  I enjoyed my talk 
with their president, Marcel Comeau. I have fond memories of travelling with my father on their fleet ship, 
the scallop dragger Lady Comeau, from the Yarmouth wharf to the Meteghan wharf.  
 

Comeau Seafoods’ history spans over 60 years. In 1946, Bernardin J. Comeau and Clarence Comeau, 
themselves fisherman, realized that opportunities in the fishing industry could be had all year round; not 
just during the winter lobster season but with the herring fishery in the summer. The herring could not 
only be harvested for its roe but could also supply quality bait for the lobster fisheries as a by-product. By 
1981, the company was solely responsible for the repair and maintenance for its entire fleet of fishing 
vessels and has continued to expand. Since its first shipment to the West Indies in 1946, innovative and 
advanced processing plants, advancements in global marketing, and dedicated research and product 
development have made Comeau Seafoods Ltd. a contender in the world market. Thank you for your 
support.  
 

I also hope everyone takes advantage of the free admission for the month of April. Our friends at A.F. 
Theriault and Sons Ltd in Meteghan, Nova Scotia , have generously sponsored admission for the 
month. One of the largest shipyards in Atlantic Canada, A.F. Theriault and Sons Ltd has been in 
business since 1938. Gone is the age of sail when three masted barques were built in the Clare area for 
Yarmouth men. By using the latest technology and trends in the construction of state-of-the-art fishing 
vessels to unmanned drones for military security, three generations of Theriaults have brought this family 
owned business into the 21st century.  Supporting the Yarmouth County Museum and Archives during 
Yarmouth’s 250th Anniversary celebrations demonstrates the strong ties Yarmouth and Clare have had 
for centuries. Thank You to A.F. Theriault and Sons Ltd.   
 

I will be on vacation for the first two weeks of April and will be attending the South West Curators Group 
semi annual meeting in Lunenburg right after I come back. More on this meeting and the Annual General 
Meeting of the Association of Nova Scotia Museums held in Tatamagouche in the May issue. 
 

The rest of this article is an address I gave to the members of the society at the meeting on March 4th 
after the official announcement of my appointment as the Director/Curator for the society.  
 

“I have been with the Yarmouth County Museum and Archives since 1999 and for the last five and a half 
years I have been employed as its curator. I have known some of you for a long time and some of you I 
have not met before tonight. To all of you I say this - I have the best interest of the museum and archives 
at heart. I am one of the more fortunate people who can say I really love my job. 
 

“Over the last few years we have gone through a few changes, some very good and others, not so much. I 
can assure you that the Yarmouth County Museum and Archives will remain a stable and anchoring 
organization in this community. We have an obligation to meet standards set by heritage institutions in 
this country. As one of the largest community museums in the province, we should be exceeding these 
standards and setting the example for our smaller, though as important, fellow community museums. 
Now, with this team in place, we are ready to roll up our sleeves and get to work. 
 

“Jamie Serran has been employed as the archivist by the Yarmouth County Historical Society since 2007. 
She has proven to be a tremendous asset to the society and continues to assist in the management of this 
facility. She has increased the number of volunteers to the archives exponentially and continues to 
increase public awareness of our award winning research facility. 
 

“I look forward in welcoming the newest member of our team, Assistant Director Adrienne Beaudette, to 
the museum and archives. Her young, fresh outlook and past experiences will help to bring this museum 
and archives forward to a broader audience that is the younger generation. Don’t let her age fool you, 
she’s a powerhouse of ideas and has the energy to see them through. Adrienne, a History and�English 
Major from Saint Mary’s University, brings with her experience in business management, fundraising, 
marketing, and advertising.  
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“I’ve tried to think of a catch phrase that we could call ourselves like the Dynamic Duo, but none came to 
mind. I think the right team is the best.  Please stop in and introduce yourselves to Adrienne so she can 
put names to faces. I’m sure you’ll see her out and about, so say hello.” 
  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Well, the calendar tells us that spring has sprung (though the snow flurries 
outside my window seem to disagree!) – and we are well into planning and 
contributing to a variety of 250ththemed projects set to take place throughout 

the year. Here in the archives, our participation in these projects means digging up historical 
information, providing photographs, and researching the lives of Yarmouth’s citizens – all with 
the goal of providing a peek into the past with each photograph and story. Here, I want to share 
some recollections of life in Yarmouth written Mrs. Stilson Hilton – her granddaughter Marion 
was very involved with the museum and donated her grandmother’s wonderful childhood 
reminiscences to us. Enjoy! 

�  �  �  �  �  �  �  
 

“When a granddaughter asked her about how they made cheese in her home when she was a 
child Mrs. Hilton gave this explanation:  

 
‘Six gallons of milk, warm from the cow, was put into a big tub about 3 feet high, painted 

white inside and out. About half a cup of rennet was stirred into the milk. (Whenever a calf was 
killed the stomach which contained rennet was saved.) 

 

‘A frame was fitted over the tub and cheesecloth was laid over the frame. Then 
everybody went to breakfast. After breakfast the milk had become a soft jelly. Mother had a very 
long knife; with this she sliced the jelly into squares about 2 inches wide. After this had been left 
a few minutes the yellow whey came up in the creases. We children would take a saucer and 
pail and sit down beside the tub and press with the saucer to get out the whey until the curd got 
quite solid. It often seemed we took out more whey than the milk that had been put in. Then 
Mother would cut it finer, lay it on cheesecloth and let it drain. To make a green cheese she 
would take out two or three quarts of half-solidified curd, sprinkle sage on it and work it in with 
her fingers. Sage cheese was company cheese. 

 

‘When the curd had been drained again it was taken up with a knife, squeezed with the 
hands and salted. It was then put in a cloth to drain again before being packed in cloth and into 
a hoop. 

 

'(��	��������������)�� �
By Jamie Serran, Archivist 
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‘Mother never sold any cheeses. They were made just for ourselves. She sometimes sold 
butter in the fall, to a neighbour or the grocer. As they got to town only about once a week they 
had to think ahead and buy in bulk. Beside the six in the family there were hired men or 
apprentices. We had few appliances. Monday was always was day if the weather was fine. Our 
well was affected by rain. For drinking and washing white clothes we used water from 
Grandmother’s well. Generally the children had to get the drinking water. We always had 
chickens and a fine vegetable garden with gooseberries on one side and currants on the other.  

 

‘All the floors were carpeted – even the kitchen – with rugs which we made from rags. 
They were loose and could be taken out and shaken.  

 

‘We wore knitted stockings then, woollen for winter and cotton for summer. Every girl 
thought she had to have a dozen pairs. She had to knit them herself.  

 

‘In our front rooms we had open stoves with doors – queer little boxy things. We had the 
first cooking-stove in our family. I’ve made many a loaf of bread on an open hearth. The bread 
had a thick moist crust. This was a brown bread made with rye, cornmeal and a little molasses. I 
used to think it was lovely when we had a new loaf to cut for breakfast. After we got the 
cookstove I made the bread – that was my part of the work – to take care of the bread-box. 
When I stood at the table to knead the bread I was hardly tall enough. Dishes were heavy iron 
pots. When I think now of draining potatoes for a big family I think you girls could hardly lift the 
pot. 

 

‘We had to get up early. My father wanted breakfast at 6:30. He was very particular 
because the men were to get out to go to work at seven. Supper was at 5, sometimes people 
worked a little afterwards. Mother was often out at sewing societies or women’s meetings. When 
she was gone we girls must keep things right up to mark. Dinner was at twelve. We didn’t 
always have desserts – we were a big family – but we had a good dinner of other things. There 
was always dessert on Sunday and if we had guests overnight there was pie for breakfast. 

 
‘Everybody couldn’t go to school at once; each child had to be paid for. A man with a 

large family couldn’t send them all. The girls would go in summer and the boys in winter. My first 
schooling was a little girls’ school – I learned to make button-holes there. We sewed two 
afternoons a week. I was about 8 years old. I learned to knit even younger. It seems to me I’ve 
always sewed.’ 

 
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

The Hiltons were a prominent Yarmouth family, and we have a great number of artifacts 
in the museum and genealogy in the archives that was donated by Hilton family members. In 
fact, our satellite exhibit case in the front lobby of the Yarmouth library is filled with Hilton 
memorabilia this month – stop by and take a look! 
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Photo courtesy Gary Archibald 
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The Fishermen’s Monument at Overton which is cared for by the Yarmouth County Historical 
Society was almost lost at sea itself after one of our recent high water storms! 

����������	
���� 	

to the Society are for a calendar year. 
Dues and membership for 2011 
are currently being accepted. 

 

          Single            $  25.00 
          Family            $  40.00 
          Life (single)           $400.00 
          Life (family)           $550.00 
 

Cheques to be made out to: 
Yarmouth County Historical Society 
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Available now: Nova Scotia’s travelling ambassador THE BLUENOSE 
$64.50  
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Free admission for the month of April is made possible by our 
friends at A. F. Theriault and Sons Ltd. 
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Upcoming Events- 
With Yarmouth’s 250th celebrations happening all through the year, I thought it fitting that we 
have an exhibit showcasing the art work of Mary Churchill. The Churchill’s are one of the iconic 
families in Yarmouth County. The most well known of the Churchill’s are Captain George 
Washington Churchill and his nephew, Captain Aaron “Rudder” Churchill of the Voyage of Many 
Rudders. Churchill Mansion, home of Capt. Aaron Churchill was also home to Mary Churchill, a 
niece of Aaron’s who grew up at Darlings Lake. This exhibit is being made possible by the 
grandchildren of Mary Churchill. 
 
Please mark in your calendars Wednesday, April 20 th at 2:00 pm  for the opening of this 
exhibit. 
 
May 14 th –Official unveiling of our House Flags. Stay tuned for more details as this exciting 
project is finally revealed and “flying high”  in the museum! 
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22 Collins Street 

Yarmouth, Nova Scotia B5A 3C8 
Tel: 902-742-5539 
Fax: 902-749-1120 

E-mail: ycmuseum@eastlink.ca  
Web site: http://yarmouthcountymuseum.ednet.ns.ca  

�
President:     Aurel Mooney 
     902-742-3675 
 
Director/Curator:   Nadine Gates 
      ycmuseum@eastlink.ca   
 
Ass. Director:     
      
 
Archivist:     Jamie Serran 
     ycarchives@eastlink.ca  
 
Historigram:     ycmhistorigram@eastlink.ca  
 

WINTER HOURS 
 

Museum and Archives:  
Tuesday to Saturday 2 to 5 pm 

 
Director: Monday to Friday 9 am to 5 pm 
 
Curator: Monday to Thursday 9 am to 2 pm 
 
Archivist: Tuesday to Saturday 9am to 5 pm 
 

Archives are closed from 12:30 to 1:30 daily 

�!����!��(&��&��
&#!���� �
 

��������!)��(&��!����!��(&��&��#&#!�����
��!-&.���%&���&��!!/�'"�)!���')!�#���!'�!'�
���#!*�(�	!*'����'��+��*�����!�������&���!�

�'.�*�&�!'��(&�%&,���&��'��#&#!�����
���0*&�1��(&������!)�'�#&��%&�.*��&'����

(�+&�.�'�,&�)!*'��!'��(&�%&,���&����
%%%1�!���!�(&�&�1.!# 1�

�
	��./�!'���2�����!)��(!�&��!����!��(&��&�3��
�(&'��2�&��.(��(&�4���,��&3��

�!�,�!%�&��(�!*"(��(&�����,��&1��)��!*�
(�+&�'&%��')!�#���!'�5!���)��!*�'!��.&��'��
&��!����'��(&������'"�6���!*�#����*,#������,��

&#�����(�!*"(��(&����&�!���!�7�#�&����
�.��.(�+&�8&�����'/1.� 1�

�
Thank you! 

 
 


